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Settembre 

Happy Birthday to our Birthday Boys! 
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All East Bay Italian Club 

Bocce Tournament 
 

Sunday, September 28th 

(At the Fratellanza Club) 
 

Come down and watch the best 

Bocce players our East Bay Clubs 

have to offer, and after the games, 

stay for dinner! 
 

Please call the Club to make your 

dinner reservations - 510.547.9435 



Clubroom Bar Open 
Wednesday 

1:00 — 5:00 PM 

 

 
 
 
 

 
All prices include sales tax 

Phone 510-547-9435 

Friday Luncheon 
 

Fourth Friday this month! 

(September 26th) 
 

Pasta w/Meat Sauce 

Sausages & Peppers 
 

Cost - To be Determined 
 

Call the Fratellanza Club for 
reservations: 510-547-9435 

 

(Please: No email reservations 

for this event) 

2nd Birthday Dinner 
 

September 18, 2014 

7:30 P.M. 
 

Chair: Lico & Villa 

Famiglia 
 

Menu — Fratellanza Salad 

w/Shrimp, Mostaccioli, Sausages 
& Peppers, Julienne Carrots, 

Klondike Bar 
 

Cost — $17 - Members 
$20 - Guests 

 

Reservations by: Sept 16th 

510-764-2365 ext 2 

Italian Night 
Family Dinner 
September 20, 2014 

 

Cocktails: 6pm Dinner: 7pm 
 

Chair: Rich & Mary Ann 
Giaramita 

 

Menu —  Fratellanza Salad, 

Tomatoes w/Bagnetta, 
Ravioli, Roast Beef, Roasted 

Potatoes, Vegetable, 
Dessert 

 

Cost — $20 - Members 
$25 - Guests 

 

Music by: 
 

George Campi 
 

Reservations by: Sept 18th 

1st Birthday Dinner 
 

September 4, 2014 

7:30 P.M. 
 

Chair: Mike Rosen 
 

Menu — Fratellanza Salad, 

Ravioli, Roasted Chicken, 
Roasted Potatoes, 

Green Beans, 

Ice Cream 
 

Cost — $17 - Members 
$20 - Guests 

 

Reservations by: Sept 2nd 

510-764-2365 ext 1 

 

For reservation confirmation please use email: fratreservations@sbcglobal.net  

 

Italian American 

Clubs of the East Bay 

Annual Picnic 
 

Sunday September 14 
 

Alameda County 

Fairgrounds 

Gates open at 9am 
 

Please see the flier insert 

for all the details! 

    Meet the Author - Michael Parenti 
 

“Waiting for Yesterday” 
 

    Michael Parenti will be at the Fratellanza Club at 7pm on Wednesday September 17th; There 
will be a light spuntino - $5 donation requested. Let’s gather for a provocative and challenging 

evening with this world renowned author as he gives his refreshingly candid views on politics, 

food, and ethnicity. 

    If one is seeking Tony Soprano or the “schmaltz” of “Under the Tuscan Sun” look elsewhere; 
however, if you’re looking for a cogent, albeit iconoclastic synopsis of who we are from Italian 

Harlem through the St. Louis “Hill” via the Colorado coal mines to Temescal, be at our “Club” 

and buy the book. 
    I found so much of “Waiting for Yesterday” that brought back trenchant memories of 

growing up in our “ghettoette” in East Oakland. It’s odd that 3,000 miles separated us but as 

“contadini” we were as one… 
    “Waiting for Yesterday” has been characterized by an Amazon reviewer as “Simply a treat. I 

just could not put it down; it is a power and fun read.” I must add my ditto to this view. 

    Catch this engaging Italian American at our Club! 

         R. Vannucci 
 



John Barassi 

helpers for doing such a great job.  
    The monthly dinner dance is a long 
standing tradition at the Fratellanza 
Club that has been enjoyed for many 
years by everyone, members and non-
members alike. If you haven't 
attended one in a while, try to make 
our upcoming September Italian Night 
dinner dance on the third Saturday. It 
is on the third Saturday because of the 
Italian trip that many of the club 
members will be enjoying in early 
September.  

    Our annual scholarship golf classic 
and dinner, held on August 3rd, was a 
great success this year as it always is. 
Thanks to all the committee members 
including Steve Taddei, Larry Quirico, 
Ed Ari, and Jim Peretti and all the 

helpers for all their time in setting this 
up. Also, special thanks to all the 
golfers and those who donated raffle 
prizes and also those who donated a 
sponsorship.  
    Please try to attend an upcoming 
event at the club. Also, please see the 
attached flyers regarding the Italian 
Night dinner dance and Italian Picnic, 
both in September. I hope to see as 
many of you as possible at the club. 

   

Hello members, 
    Welcome to our September 
Newsletter. Late summer and fall are 
rapidly approaching and I hope 
everyone has been enjoying the nice 
summer weather. We had some great 
events during August. Our first 
birthday dinner was chaired by Dave 
Hunter. The menu of pasta and pesto 
was enjoyed by everyone. Many 
thanks to Dave, his wait staff, and the 
cooks and helpers for a great dinner. I 

am sorry that I was unable to attend 
our classic car show dinner dance 
chaired by Board member Ron Blair. I 
heard from so many members that it 
was a great event and that the 
barbecue dinner was just outstanding. 

Many thanks to Ron and his kitchen 
helpers and wait staff for putting 
together such a wonderful event. 
Thanks also to all the members and 
friends that provided classic cars for 
everyone to enjoy! Our second 
birthday dinner, chaired by Pat 

Geoghegan, was also a successful 
event. The rigatoni and chicken 
marsala dinner was enjoyed by 
everyone who attended. A big thanks 
to Pat, the cooks, wait staff, and 
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in the halls to pay their respects? The 
club is more than just a place to eat, it 
is members who care about each 
other. 
    We sent cards to Rich Umanzio and 
Mickey Russo. Rich is doing well now 
after a recurrence of his respiratory 

problems, but Mickey is declining. He 
appreciates calls and notes from 
members. Russel Carrel informs us 
that his father-in-law Louie Aiello has 
cancer, and that it is quite serious. So 
he could also use some contact from 

members. 
    I am writing this from the house 
next door to my house, as Caroline 
and I have been frantically moving 
everything out for our remodel which 
starts this coming week. 
    Be sure to call or email me if you 
have any news about our members. 
We are glad to see you at the club, but 
if you cannot make it, it is always 
good to hear from you! 

Bruce DeBenetictis 

    We have lost three members, 
Board Member Bob Franks, Tom 
Gozzano, and Phil Avalos. Also, Mike 
Rijavec’s wife Rita passed away in 
July. Tom Gozzano and Phil Avalos 
had fallen off our notice because we 
had not received dues from them this 

year, but upon hearing that they had 
passed away, we noted that our rules 
say that anyone who is unable to 
participate in club activities because of 
illness becomes an honorary member, 
and decided that this rule applied to 

them. 
    Please inform your family or 
caregivers of our policy in case it ever 
applies to you. Make sure someone 
notifies us if it ever becomes 
necessary. We know how much a card 
from the club can mean! 
    We also noted that although there 
was no published obituary for Bob 
Franks, the church was full for his 
funeral. Who can forget Greg Acurso's 
service, where people were standing 

From the Sunshine Committee -  



1140 66th Street 
Oakland, CA 94608-1185 

C. COLOMBO -- 3rd Voyage - From Sevilla on 30 May 1498 he sent 3 vessels to 

Haiti (Hispaniola) and took 3 further south and west to Cape Verde off the coast of 
Africa, thence arrived at Trinidad so named.  On the other side of Trinidad he touched the 

South American continent at the Orinoco River.  He still believed this to be Asia.  Bear in mind 

that this is 2400 miles distant, whereas further south the coasts of Africa and South America 
are only 1800 miles distant.  

    Placed in command of a caravel was a cousin, Giannetto (Johnny), son of Antonio Colombo, 

brother of Cristoforo's father.  Colombo liked using smaller caravels for exploration so that he 
could go into inlets carrying more than enough but with adequate depth clearance; as he is 

experienced in this.  

    Many of the sailing members had conflicts with authorities and it was easy to understand 

that friction and disputes broke out, besides disagreement among those charged with 
administration and malcontents alike.  

    Colombo returned to Haiti very ill and suffering from poor eyesight; if you realize that the 

daytime navigation instruments of that time required looking directly at the sun.  
    Early 1500 the brothers Cristoforo, Bartolomeo & Diego were returned to Spain as prisoners 

in chains. 
             By: D.A. Nocera 

More about CRISTOFORO COLOMBO 






