
 
 

1140 66th Street, Oakland, California, 94608 
 

~ Club Room Bar Open ~  
Wednesday 1:00 -5:00 PM 

Telephone (510) 547-9435 

January 2017 

 

Paul F. Accinelli 
Sergey Alexeev 
Kevin Berndt 

Ralph A. Brignone 
Mark V. Bucedi 
Brian J. Calegari 
Vince Cortese 
Pete J. Covello 

Nick Davis 
Bruce De Benedictis 
Alan De Benedictis 

 
 

Ronald M. Fadelli 
Vincenzo Frugoli 
Robert Giaramita 

Dave Gibson 
Roy Ginochio 
Bill C. Jones 
Mark Kahn 

Vincenzo Lomonaco 
Salvatore Lorino 
Tommy Manetta 

George R. Marcotte 
Raymond Negri 

 

Gennaio 

Happy Birthday to our Birthday Boys!  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

  

 

  

 

2 3 

Board of 

Directors 

Meeting 

7:00 pm 

4 

 

 

Bocce League 

(Spuntino) 

5 

 

1st 

Birthday Dinner  

7:30 pm 

6 

 

 

 

Club Closed 

7 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

11 

 

 

 

Bocce League 

12 

 

 

 

Club Closed 

13 
Members’ 

Meeting 

Spuntino 6 pm 

Meeting 7:00 pm 

14 

 

 

 

Club Closed 

15 

 

 

16 17 

 

Ladies Birthday 

Dinner 

7:00 pm 

18 

 

 

 

 

19 

2nd 

Birthday Dinner  

(Cioppino) 

7:30 pm 

20 

 

Friday 

Luncheon 

12 Noon 

21 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

Bocce League 

Banquet 

23 24 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

Banga Cauda  

Dinner 

7:00 pm 

27 

 

 

 

Club Closed 

28 

85th 

Anniversary 

Dinner 

6:30 pm 

29 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

31 

 

 

 

Club Closed 

 

Building Fund Crab Feeds 
 

February 25th & March 5th 
 

Please see flyer insert for all the details 

Wayne Nordby 
Pasquale B. Parenti 

James Peretti 
Daniel Petri 
John Pricco 

Fred H. Schlichting 
Greg Smith 

Joe Vila 
Mike Vila 

Paul A. Zampierin 
Richard Zavatero 

Members -  
Please Take 

Note 
 

2017 dues are 
$150 

 
You may pay in 

person at the club 
or by mail 



Bagna Cauda Dinner 
 

January 26th, 2017 
7:00 P.M. 

 

Chair: Board of Directors 
 

Cost - $15 - Members only 
$20 - All Others 

 

Reservations: 
 

Through Jan 18th, 
Fratellanza Men’s Club 

Members & Spouses only 
 

All others by Jan 24th 
 

510-764-2365 ext 5 
(Seating limit 150) 

Anniversary Dinner 
 

January 28, 2016 
 

Cocktails: 5:30 Dinner: 6:30 
 

Chair: Past Presidents 
 

Menu: —  Fratellanza Salad, 
Ravioli, Prime Rib, 

Baked Potato, Vegetable, 
Dianda Dessert 

 

Cost — $28 - Members 
 $33 - Guests 

 

Music by: George Campi 
 

Don’t miss the Fratellanza Club 
photo memorabilia display 

presented by Club Historian 
Gianfranco Sciacero! 

 

Reservations by Jan. 26th 
510-764-2365 ext 4 

2nd Birthday Dinner 
 

January 19, 2017 
7:30 P.M. 

 

Chair: Linton Byington & 
Gernert Lorenzen 

 

Menu — Fratellanza Salad, 
Penne Rigate, Cioppino, Ice 

Cream 
 

Cost — $40- Members 
$45 - Guests 

 

Reservations by: Jan 17th 
510-764-2365 ext 2 

1st Birthday Dinner 
 

January 5, 2017 
7:30 P.M. 

 

Chair: Evan Matthews 
 

Menu — Fratellanza Salad, 
Rigatoni. Pork Scaloppini, 

Roasted Potatoes, Vegetable, 
Ice Cream 

 

Cost — $20 - Members 
$25 - Guests 

 

Reservations by: Jan 3rd 
510-764-2365 ext 1 

 

For reservation confirmation please use email: fratreservations@sbcglobal.net  

Friday Luncheon 
 

Third Friday this month! 
(January 20th) 

 

Minestrone alla 
Michele, Baked Chicken 

 

Cost - To be Determined 
 

Call the Fratellanza Club for 
reservations: 510-547-9435 

 

(Please: No email 
reservations for this event) 

Clubroom Bar Open 
Wednesday 1:00 - 5:00 PM 

All prices include sales tax 
Phone 510-547-9435 

 

 

   Richmond today is known for its robust African-American and Latino populations, but in the early 1900’s it 
was the city’s Italian population that was making waves in the City. Whether opening new businesses, 
working in the historic Winehaven building, or developing a thriving local community, Richmond’s Italian 
immigrant population was central to the small city’s culture. 
   Though this once-vibrant community has since dispersed and their history is all but forgotten, remnants of 
this community persist. Continuing Radio Free Richmond’s month-long history series, here is an exploration 
of the City’s Italian history.  
Over four million Italians left their home country for America between 1880 and 1924, a majority of whom 
were young men seeking blue collar labor jobs. Many who came to California first settled in San Francisco’s 
historically Italian North Beach neighborhood, but the 1906 earthquake inspired many to leave the then-
crumbled city in search of a new home that had both country and city charm, reminding them of life in 
Italy.  
   Richmond’s Italian population, many of whom originated from the northern region of Italy, were among 
the first settlers of Point Richmond, but they also clustered in North Richmond and along Macdonald Avenue. 
Their settlement in each location is closely tied to where they worked: Winehaven for those in Point 
Richmond; Standard Oil for Macdonald Avenue settlers; and Italian truck farms for those who lived in North 
Richmond.  
Once the first immigrants, the majority of whom were men, earned a little money working in the city, many 
sent for their families to come out to Richmond. In doing so, they not only brought their familial ties, they 
brought the customs, values, and lifestyles to the City as well. 
   By 1930, nearly 10 percent of Richmond’s population was Italian, representing the largest ethnic group in 
the city. Signs of the thriving community could be seen from North Richmond down to Macdonald Avenue, 
where many opened small, family-run businesses.  
One the Italian immigrants’ oldest customs was winemaking and this tradition helped them find employment 
in their new home. Many Italians worked in Richmond’s historical Winehaven building, once the   (cont pg 4)

The Article Below is Courtesy of Richard Vannucci   By: Sean Pyles  



Tim Tomei 

    Our annual kids Christmas party 
was a great day. 160 kids plus parents 
& family enjoyed the traditional hot 
dog lunch. Then it was time for Santa 
to make his appearance and hand out 
the gifts. I would like to thank Santa 
and all his helpers for their hard work 
that day. A big thank you goes to our 
ladies club and those who help them 
for getting the presents, wrapping the 
presents and organizing this whole 
event. They put in many hours of 
work. Thank you so much.   
    Don’t forget the Fratellanza Club 
will be celebrating its 85th anniversary 
on January 28, 2017. Come celebrate 
our club’s history and future. Club 
historian, Gianfranco Sciacero, will 
have displays of past Fratellanza club 
events. This is always a treat and you 
shouldn’t miss this one.  So get your 
groups together and your reservations 
in early. I’ll see you there. 
    I would like to say a special thank 
you to all those that helped put up the 
Christmas trees and decorate the club. 
As usual our Club looks fantastic.  
    As always thank you to all our 
bartenders, waiters, ticket sellers & 
kitchen crew that help make all our 
dinners & events a success.  
    God Bless & Sempre Avanti 

Hello members, 
    December started with over 300 
guests at our first birthday dinner. I 
would like to thank our cooks Joe 
Scodella, Angelo Marchi, & Evan 
Matthews. A big thank you to Kyle 
Vallone for stepping up to be our 
dinner chairman that night.  
    Our Christmas brunch was terrific. 
Over 125 guests enjoyed a great 
brunch. Thank to Art Parziale and all 
who worked to make this a special 
day.  
    Our Family dinner, chaired by 
Russel Carrel, was a festive holiday 
evening. Thank you to Russel and 
team and our cooks, Michele 
Gasparro, Don Nicole & Alfonso De 
Pianto, for a delicious meal 
    Our members’ dinner was on 
December 15. We had a great time 
visiting with fellow members. Thank 
you to the ladies club for being our 
waiters for this event and thanks to all 
who helped set up the night before.  
Of course we had a terrific meal. 
Thank you to our cooks Art Parziale, 
Alfonso DePianto & Lonnie Chase.  
The highlight of the evening was 
announcing our award of merit 
recipient, Michele Gasparro. We will 
honor Michele at our 85th anniversary 
dinner in January. 
Congratulations Michele! 

2016 
Board of Directors 

Chairman: 
Jim Taddei  

Board Members: 
Ron Blair 

Ralph Brignone 
Russel Carrel 

Rich Giaramita 
Roland Lazzarotto 

Bill Jones 
Art Parziale 
John Pelosi 
Bob Porta 

Larry Quirico 
Joe Scodella 

Sunshine Committee 
 

Bruce De Benedictis 
 

email: 
bruce_de_benedictis@mac.com 

 

Phone: 510-763-4657 

Newsletter Editor 
Jim Taddei 

 

email: 
fratellanzanews@sbcglobal.net 

 

Phone: 510-530-8733 

 

Visit us on the Web! 
www.FratellanzaClub.com 

2016 
Fratellanza Officers 
 
 

President: 
 Tim Tomei 
1st Vice President : 
 Rich Vila 
2nd Vice President : 
  
Financial Secretary: 
 Alan Pricco 
Treasurer: 
 Angelo Marchi 
Sergeant-at-Arms: 
 Sal Lorino 
Recording Secretary: 
 Evan Matthews 

From our President -  

Club Historian 
Gianfranco Sciacero 

 

email: 
gsciacero@earthlink.net 

 

Phone: 510-525-5372 

From the Sunshine Committee -  

    This will be my final report from the 
Sunshine Committee for a while. I do 
not know who will be replacing me, 
but as I said last month, I need a rest, 
and time to take care of other things, 
so I will be passing the position on to 
someone else. 
    The 85+ year old members 
celebrating their birthdays in 
November are Peter Corona, Walter 
Corvello, Dominic Giannelli ,Sebastian 
Maggiora, Lee Perry, and Frank Petri. 

We sent them cards. 
    We held a moment of silence for 
the father of member Larry Fambrini. 
    We also noted that Mike Rosen had 
been treated for ventricular fibrillation. 
    You may leave messages about 
members with me, and I will pass 
them on to the new head of the 
Sunshine Committee when I know 
who that is. 

Bruce DeBenedictis 

 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM REMINDER! 
 

Members please take note:   The Application due date for high school seniors 
interested in applying  for a Louis C. Biondi Memorial Scholarship is fast 
approaching.  High school seniors graduating in June of 2017 are eligible to apply.  
A  completed  Application along with a senior photo and personal  essay are 
due Feb. 1, 2017. All other requirements detailed on the Application must be 
completed  and submitted to Rich Adams, Scholarship Committee Chairman 
by March 1, 2017.  Applications are available on the Fratellanza Club’s Web Site, 
or can be obtained from: 
 

Rich Adams, Scholarship Committee Chairman  
2632 Ptarmigan Drive #4, Walnut Creek, CA  94595    Phone:(925) 448-2173 



1140 66th Street 
Oakland, CA 94608-1185 

Chi ben comincia è al metà dell'opera.  

(cont from pg 2) largest winery in the world. 
   From establishing gardens in their backyards —a staple of any Italian household in Richmond —to holding 
steady blue-collar jobs, and establishing a community in their new home, the City’s Italian immigrant 
population thrived for a number of decades. 
The pastoral life of Richmond’s Italian community crumbled in 1920 when the Volstead Act took effect and 
Prohibition effectively eliminated all wine-related jobs in the area. 
Perhaps even worse was the social stigma against Italians in America that took root during WWII. Non-
citizen Italians were labeled enemy aliens and endured restrictions or relocations as unofficial prisoners of 
war on US soil. At the same time, their citizen counterparts often worked in the City’s booming shipyards 
and other war-related industries.  
   The resulting economic, political, and personal stresses on Richmond’s Italian population led to the loss of 
jobs and social cohesion. For some, such as long-time resident and business owner Martini Batistessa, it was 
too much to endure: he committed suicide as a result of the discrimination.  
   The once close-knit Italian community in Richmond dispersed after the war. Many families moved 
elsewhere. Children of immigrants married non-Italians and being Italian became a cultural heritage 
removed from everyday life rather than a core identity.  
   One lasting reminder of the city’s Italian past lies in the Galileo Club, a social club for Italian men founded 
in the 1930’s. The club was a refuge for Richmond’s non-citizen Italian population during WWII, and today it 
remains a social spot for the city’s remaining Italian descendants and a popular rental for private parties.   

    This proverb would be recognized in America as, "Well begun is half done."  
The literal translation is, “Who begins well is at half of the work.”  A complement to this 

is, “Il buon giorno se vede dal mattino.” Translation: “A good day one sees from the morning.” 
    The wisdom of these proverbs is to have a vision, and be ready and prepared to start a 
challenge. Then, the rest will progress smoothly. 
    Have a vision for the Club?  Come to a meeting and express it.  See what you can 
accomplish. 

All comments are welcome at: a-motta@comcast.net, with the subject heading: “DYK-Frat”. 






